
APA: Reference List 1 
 

APA Format : Reference List 
Source: PerdueOWL website 

 

Your reference list should appear at the end of your paper. It provides the information 
necessary for a reader to locate and retrieve any source you cite in the body of the paper. Each 
source you cite in the paper must appear in your reference list; likewise, each entry in the 
reference list must be cited in your text. 

Your references should begin on a new page separate from the text of the essay; label this page 
"References" centered at the top of the page (do NOT bold, underline, or use quotation marks 
for the title). All text should be double-spaced just like the rest of your essay. 

Basic Rules 

 All lines after the first line of each entry in your reference list should be indented one-
half inch from the left margin. This is called hanging indentation. 

 Reference list entries should be alphabetized by the last name of the first author of each 
work. 

 For multiple articles by the same author, or authors listed in the same order, list the 
entries in chronological order, from earliest to most recent. 

 Italicize titles of longer works such as books and journals. 
 Do not italicize, underline, or put quotes around the titles of shorter works such as 

journal articles or essays in edited collections. 

Single Author 

Last name first, followed by author initials. 

Berndt, T. J. (2002). Friendship quality and social development. Current Directions in 

Psychological Science, 11, 7-10. 

Two Authors 

List by their last names and initials. Use the ‘&’ instead of "and." 

Wegener, D. T., & Petty, R. E. (1994). Mood management across affective states: The hedonic 

contingency hypothesis. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 66, 1034-1048. 
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General Web Site 

List as much of the following information as possible (you sometimes have to hunt around to 
find the information; don't be lazy. If there is a page like 
http://www.somesite.com/somepage.htm, and somepage.htm doesn't have the information 
you're looking for, move up the URL to http://www.somesite.com/): 

Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Date of publication). Title of document. Retrieved from 

http://Web address 

 Angeli, E., Wagner, J., Lawrick, E., Moore, K., Anderson, M., Soderland, L., & Brizee, A. (2010, 

May 5). General format. Retrieved from 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ 

NOTE: When an Internet document is more than one Web page, provide a URL that links to the 
home page or entry page for the document. Also, if there isn't a date available for the 
document use (n.d.) for no date. 

To cite a YouTube video, the APA recommends following the above format.  

Wikis 

Please note that the APA Style Guide to Electronic References warns writers that wikis (like 
Wikipedia, for example) are collaborative projects that cannot guarantee the verifiability or 
expertise of their entries. 

OLPC Peru/Arahuay. (n.d.). Retrieved April 29, 2011 from the OLPC Wiki: http://wiki.laptop. 

org/go/OLPC_Peru/Arahuay 
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