
 
Personal Essay Template 
 
Introduction 
 

Statement of belief :  

I believe…  
 
 

 
Explain why this belief is important to you, or how you’ve come to develop 
this belief:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Body 

Story that you plan to use to illustrate your belief: Make sure you focus on 
the elements of the story that support your belief.  

 
Beginning:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Middle:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



End:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Conclusion 
 

Remind the reader how your story supports the personal belief you’ve 
developed and restate that belief.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Applying speaking skills:  

Make some jot notes about areas of your personal essay that you want to 
emphasize by varying pace, tone, or volume.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


